CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 20th MARCH 2003. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt



David Brown               



Bill Shaw 



Jim Gale




Jonathan Sykes 




Amanda Holroyd



David Clark  :  Parish Clerk
In attendance :
KDC Cllr P Veasey,   PC John Davies and Mr John Turner     

ITEM 1: APOLOGIES

1.1
None 
ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
None.

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
A misprint in the Agenda was noted in that the previous minutes were identified as ‘of 16th January’. This was corrected and the minutes of the meeting on 20 February 2003 were then proposed by W Shaw, seconded by J Sykes,  and approved.  

ITEM 4 : MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Footpath 25 – Tree Obstruction : the Clerk stated that the Conholt Estate Manager (Mr Chris Green) had confirmed removal of the fallen tree.
4.2
Bewley House Direction Signs :  the Clerk advised that the signs did not have WCC authority and most had already been removed (by WCC) following his contact.

4.3
Gritting/De-icing of Roads : the Clerk drew attention to the WCC leaflet on display. This showed the route running between Shalbourne and Ludgershall via Chute which was covered by WCC but only as part of their secondary network.

4.4
Matters raised by a Parishioner : The Chair reported that the overgrown hedge in Forest Lane would now be cut back. J Sykes also confirmed that he had personally replaced the missing safety post at the mouth of the path by the Bus Shelter. 

4.5
Neighbourhood Watch  Cllr Bill Shaw advised that he had now arranged a meeting on 30th April with a Tidworth Police representative and existing Watch co-ordinators.  This was intended to clarify everyone’s respective responsibilities and would hopefully strengthen the operation of the neighbourhood Watch system.  PC John Davies confirmed the Police commitment to supporting the system.

ITEM 5 :  SALE OF COLLIS FARM (ORIGINAL BUILDING)
5.1
The Chair introduced this item with the following summary. When planning approval had been sought for the erection of the new (second) house for the Equine Clinic at Collis Farm (Plan app’n K/38132) it had been the Parish Council view that both dwellings should be formally tied to the Equine Clinic business – in line with the thrust of the application.  In the event approval had been granted with a formal restriction tying only the new house to the business.  The new house was not yet completed but the original house was already up for open sale. This had caused considerable disquiet in the community so he had written to the Head of Planning Services at KDC.  The response advises that ‘the subsequent sale of the original property does not breach any planning regulations or agreements and there is no action the Council can take’.
5.2
The Chair opened the meeting to KDC Cllr P Veasey who advised that he had been involved in the scrutiny of the original planning application and had now consulted extensively on the latest development.  He indicated that he shared the general disquiet over this case,  felt that the planning system had lost considerable credibility and, as a consequence, might well be even less flexible in future.
ITEM 6 :  ARRANGEMENTS FOR ELECTION ON 1 MAY 2003
6.1
The Chair introduced this item by confirming that, on age grounds,  he would not be standing for re-election.  The Clerk then drew attention to the deadline for delivery of nomination papers to the Returning Officer at KDC and asked if those prepared to stand  again would make themselves known so that he could provide them with the appropriate nomination papers etc. The responses revealed that Councillors A Holroyd, D Merritt and J Gale were also not be standing again. 

 6.2
The Chair expressed his regret that such an effective Council should be losing four of it’s members simultaneously and, particularly given the short fuse for the delivery of nomination papers,  asked if all could do what they could to encourage likely candidates. .
6.3
Afternote by Clerk :  the service dates of those retiring are:- Bill Withall :  May 1995 - Jim Gale : May 1999 - Amanda Holroyd : June 1994 -  Diane Merritt :  May 1999
ITEM 7 : AMBULANCE RESPONSE/ATTENDANCE 
7.1
The Chair obtained confirmation that all had seen the circulated complaint and Ambulance Service response. It was then agreed that the offer of attendance of an Ambulance Service representative should be accepted but that the timing/meeting should be decided by the new Council on 15th May.  The Clerk to acknowledge the Ambulance Service letter and advise of the foregoing. Action: Clerk
ITEM 8 : APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE

8.1
The payments proposed in the Agenda were discussed.  The expenditure was duly proposed by Cllr A Holroyd, seconded by Cllr D Merritt and approved.

ITEM 9 : CLERK’S TRAINING
9.1
Attendance of the Clerk at the WALC Training Day on 29th March 2003 – cost £30.00 -  was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Cllr J Gale and approved.
ITEM 10 : NOTICE BOARD PROCUREMENT
10.1
Installation of the board by the supplier was not possible therefore Mr J Turner had been approached and had agreed to see to this.   He had now taken delivery of the board and undertook to install it within the next two weeks.  It was agreed that, subject to acceptance of the notice board by the Chair, the Tucker’s invoice for £394.80 (vat incl) should be paid – to this cost would be added Mr Turner’s costs for timber treatment and installation which could also be met in due course.   

ITEM 11  :  EMERGENCY PLANNING
11.1
The Chair advised that the volunteer approved now found it necessary to leave the village and had therefore regretfully withdrawn his offer.   The Chair then advised that following his decision to stand down as a Councillor he felt he could usefully fill the Community Emergency Volunteer position. His offer was gratefully accepted – action to hand over terms of reference etc would take place after his retirement at the 15th May meeting.

ITEM 12  :  CLERK’S WORKING HOURS
12.1
The Clerk reported that his recorded hours had averaged 8.38 over the period 5th July 2002 to 28th February 2003.  He indicated  that the coming months would probably be busy due to the duties associated with the change of Council and preparation and submission of accounts for audit.  Therefore he anticipated that the average over the second 12 month period to 5 July 2003 would probably be similar to that recorded in the previous 12 months.   The Chair noted that the Clerk was required to report these figures and no action was currently required – provision for an ‘additional hours supplement’ had been made in the precept for the coming year.

ITEM 13 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
Planning :  The Clerk drew attention to his log of planning applications and outcomes which was on display for Councillors information.
3.2
Crystal Palce/New Zealand Farm : the Clerk advised that this planning application, referred to the DEFRA Planning Inspectorate, would now go to a Public Enquiry.  Dates to be advised.

13.3
Review of Primary Health Trust : the Clerk indicated that the papers had now completed circulation, a response was required by 14th April, and the consensus seemed to be that the advice of a specialist should be obtained.  The Chair agreed to consult two GPs resident in the community.

13.3
Countryside Focus Magazine :  The Clerk drew attention to the comment during circulation by Cllr Brown that the Council might usefully contribute to the ‘letters’ debate on abuse of RofW by motorised vehicles. After discussion the Clerk was asked to attempt an input in slow time.    Action : Clerk
13.4
SEK CAF : Cllr Brown stated that there were no urgent matter arising from the meeting on 3rd March.  He advised however that Tidworth Development Trust had now appointed an additional community organiser with particular responsibility for youth initiatives and this was a good sign.
13.5
Damage to Verges  : The Chair then opened the meeting to the floor to allow Mr J Turner to address the meeting on the significant and increasing amount of damage that was being caused to verges around the Upper Chute area.  Some caused by tractors but much certainly caused by vehicles visiting the Manor House building site.  The Clerk advised that he was in process of asking WCC for advice of options open to the Parish to discourage such damage and would advise further once he had a reply. This was accepted.
13.6
Chestnut Tree – Upper Chute Green  : The Clerk advised that, due to concern over the health of the Chestnut tree on the Village Green at Upper Chute, the KDV Tree Officer had been asked to come and offer advice.  He would write shortly to confirm the medium to long term action needed to manage this tree – in the meantime a small amount of work to remove low level unhealthy branches and raise the mantle slightly had been identified as urgent and had been carried out to avoid the further damage that would have been incurred by a wait until next Winter.
13.7
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting, post the election,  was scheduled for the 15th May 2003 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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